Tip 4
Cleaning Up
Stencils

Chances are you will not need to clean your stencil if you are only using it for a few repeats. But as Acrylic paint
builds up on the stencil, you may notice that the design is being compromised. Great care is needed to clean
stencils without damaging the delicate material. Paint is easiest to remove when it is fresh. You can soak the
stencil in Simple Green and warm soapy water in the sink and carefully remove the dried paint with your finger.
Be very careful not to scrub too vigorously because the pad can catch on delicate edges and bend or tear them.
Another method is to lay your stencil on layers of newspaper and use rubbing alcohol and a cosmetic sponge to
gently swirl the paint off. Wear rubber gloves and wash the stencil off occasionally. Some of my fellow stencilers
have recommended using Vodka for cleaning stencils. They say it actually works to remove paint, but | think it
probably just makes the job seem less tedious!

Brushes

Brushes need to be cleaned after every project. The best way to do this is while
the paint is fresh, but you can save any brush that has acrylic paint hardened in it.
Just use full strength Simple Green.

Start by softening the brushes under warm running water in the bottom of the
sink. Squeeze out the water in the brush and dip it into the full strength Simple
Green. Use a brush scrubber to loosen the paint in the bristles, holding the brush
and scrubber under warm running water. If you need to re-dip the brush, squeeze
out all the water first so that you donOt dilute the Simple Green.

Lay the brushes out in a warm area to dry thoroughly.



